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A Chance to Dream
SoccerExpo Foundation was born of an idea, and 
a need, to do something to help children find a 
way to break out of a cycle of poverty which, 
through no fault of their own, limits their ability 
to achieve their full potential.  

Fortunately, we were in a position to take the 
first, concrete steps to do something useful; 
something which, after several years of activity, 
has certainly worked, especially thanks to our 
partnership with local government agencies.  

As an organisation with no religious affiliation or 
other bias, what is important for us is to give 
children the chance and opportunity to become 
who they dream of being. We do this in 
partnership not only with government agencies, 
but also with other community programs and 
initiatives, which can be faith-based. We are 
happy to partner with any organisation that is 
focused on helping the children of Kenya, 
especially those of the shanty-towns.  

This eBook shows you what we see every day - 
bright, happy, vivacious children who have the 
talent and the potential to do anything and 
everything.  

Thank you for helping them.  

Charles Obiny 
Chairman and co-Founder 
Nairobi, May 2019  



Thank You
When we started seven years ago, no one 
envisioned that we would be here today. 

From driving the children from the simple places 
in which they and they parents live to seeing 
them safely to school gives me incredible joy.  

The original foundation, Bayern Juniors, began as 
a need to change the direction that some of our 
youth in Kisumu city had taken. We knew it 
wouldn’t be much, but it was worth trying, 
knowing we can always try better and achieve 
more. 

Over the years, many well-wishers have come by 
time and again, providing the Centre with 
equipment and gear, and for these we immensely 
appreciate as they have helped us keep the 
children together, united by the sole purpose of 
one day positively influencing their backgrounds. 

As we begin a new journey with our newly 
created SoccerExpo Foundation, I am full of hope 
that the seeds we sow today will bear fruit 
tomorrow, and we will look back with a smile at 
how positively we helped these children. 

Michael Munyendo 
Team Manager 
SoccerExpo Foundation  



From the Author
I chanced upon Bayern Juniors one day by chance 
one day. A random walk through the streets of 
Kisumu City led me to a semi-barren field where 
young boys were playing football. A familiar sight 
everywhere in the world.  

I could have passed and went on my way, but it 
was not ordinary football. They were not simply 
hitting the piece of leather around. These boys 
had someone on the touchline, issuing 
instructions on how to play the game. A shout of 
disapproval here - for a mistimed pass - and then 
congratulatory applause - for well strung passes. 
The young man was Geoffrey Omondi, a handler 
for Bayenr Junior’s U10 and U12 teams. 

I had just finished college myself and was trying 
to figure out what lay next for me. Standing here, 
at the Railways football field in Nyalenda, I 
decided to pitch camp, and watch on for as long 
as the training session would go. 

I learned a few things that day. What kept me 
coming back to see the boys play was the 
discipline, maturity and entertaining style of the 
Bayern Juniors. I would come with camera in 
hand, because someone had to document the 
kind of football these youngsters were playing.  

Recently, Team Manager Michael Munyendo told 
me that they have been adopted into SoccerExpo 
Foundation. This was a long time coming. You 
see, in this city of Kisumu, anything that keeps 
children away from trouble is welcome. Sport is a 
remedy for this. I was happy to hear SoccerExpo 
had taken interest in the kids, so I was present 
the day Michael’s Bayern Juniors became part of 
SoccerExpo Foundation. There is much about 
these children I hope you will read, see and be 
touched by their stories. 

Fabian Odhiambo 
Kisumu, April 2019 





Our Story
We actually have two histories. 

Since 2012, Eugene Obiny, co-founder and CEO 
of Goriobi Ltd, has personally been engaged with 
his team in training and managing young football 
players. He gave to that initiative the name of 
SoccerExpo.  In late 2018 Eugene decided to 
formalise SoccerExpo into a company that would 
continue to training manage players, but also 
actively help younger children with educational 
support and an opportunity to play sports.  The 
SoccerExpo Foundation was born. 

Also in 2012, a man with a vision and spirit to 
help young children began Bayern FC Juniors, 
with one football, at the Railways football 
grounds in Nyalenda, Kisumu City. 

Michael Munyendo had himself grown up playing 
football at the Railways grounds.  

One day Michael saw children playing with some 
amateurishly woven polythene ball. He decided it 
was time to give to others what he did not have 
either when he was young. The boys heeded the 
call, and from that day they played with proper 
footballs and playing boots. 

Coached by Geoffrey Omondi and Minjis Daniel, 
both youth coaches., Bayern Juniors grew 
quickly, enrolling in Kisumu’s Youth Football 
Association (KYFA) League to competitively 
improve skills. The children from 2012 are 
already in high school, with scholarships awarded 
them. Plenty more are on their way up the ladder. 

Charles Obiny, Chairman of SoccerExpo 
Foundation and former CEO of Tusker FC, saw 
the synergy of bringing Bayern Juniors into the 
SoccerExpo family.  Michael agreed, and so the 
Foundation was truly born. 



How children benefit
Kisumu, located on the eastern shore of Lake 
Victoria and Kenya’s third largest city, is 
regrettably well known for high crime rates from 
the shanties  where many migrant families and 
their children live. 

With its Activity Centre. SoccerExpo Foundation 
offers these children a safe haven where they can 
continue to study, do their homework and freely 
express themselves through sport, especially 
football.  

Thanks to this, children voluntarily stay away 
from vices like drug and substance abuse ad the 
people who peddle them, the very cause of those 
high crime rates. 

Within our Centre, the children are living 
testimonies that educational support and the 
sport of football can keep them from a path that 
would only lead to unhappiness and misery, for 
them and their families.



Our programs help children achieve productive 
futures that are accepted as normal by most 
middle class families. The main programs provide 
scholarship and educational support for children 
from elementary through high school and, where 
possible and feasible, through to university. 

We rent space for a local Activity Centre, provide 
tutors, educational materials, arts and crafts 
activities, as well as remedial classes for children 
who have difficulties in certain school subjects. 
For ninety minutes each day children are 
encouraged to develop and reinforce logical, 
rational and mathematical thinking; social 
interaction and moral values; and language skills.  

We provide tutors with guidelines and activity 
modules to help them and volunteers get children 
involved.  Tutors maintain records so a child’s 
development can be monitored and supported; 
the occasional discussion with parents 
sometimes needed. 

The Foundation works closely with local schools 
and institutions to bring in and support children 
who would otherwise be excluded from any form 
of formal education. Considering the high 
ancillary costs associated with higher education, 
this is huge for the children. 

Educational Support



Sports Development
SoccerExpo Foundation already supports 120 
children and has three children enrolled for 
secondary education at Vihiga High School on 
football scholarships. They get to be coached by 
well-trained instructors, setting them on their 
way to one day becoming professional players, 
possibly even stars just like their idols in the big 
leagues. 

The boys (we are working on enrolling girls as 
soon as possible!) are divided into Under 10, 
Under 12, Under 14 and Under 16 teams. As 
they grow older they automatically progress from 
one category to another. 

The U10 and U12 teams train under coaches 
Daniel Minjis and Geoffrey Omondi, with the kids 
getting a mention from popular local and even 
national sports media.   

Supportive parents ensure their children get to 
attend training sessions every day after school, 
and get them to the full size Railways playing 
grounds on public holidays for a full day’s 
training.  

We find that getting the children to play 
competitively in local matches and junior leagues 
is one of the best motivational tools we could 
possibly use to encourage them to work hard for 
their ambitions and goals. 

  



Ongoing Support
Educational support is more than just money. 
Together with class teachers, SoccerExpo 
Foundation monitors a student’s school 
attendance and performance. Good attendance 
normally leads to higher grade scores, giving 
students a better chance of further education. 

To motivate sponsored students in senior high 
school, the Foundation promises every student 
who graduates a proper wage-paying job in one 
of the many businesses that the Foundation 
actively networks with, in Kisumu and elsewhere. 
Education and opportunity, there is no better way 
to escape poverty than this. 

In 2020 we plan to began a scholarship program 
for university students, providing a full grant for 
tuition and support costs. This program is limited 
to very few students, in part because of their 
need to work once out of high school, but also in 
part because of the need for donations to cover 
the higher costs of university.



Health and Nutrition
Looking at the children we enrol with us, the 
Foundation realized very quickly that we have to 
add Health and Nutrition to its main education 
program, the simple reason being malnutrition 
was is one of the main causes of children being 
absent - they were ill. 

Using the Activity House as a base, every week 
the Foundation will provide food supplements, 
vitamins and milk to needy children to ensure 
they are less vulnerable to major diseases. Every 
month tutors will record the children’s height and 
weight, so we can compare with national 
standards.  

We plan to work with the local Government 
Health Service to do general physical and dental 
check-ups on the children in our program. 

One of the roles our Activity Centres play is to 
provide full protection for any children facing 
domestic violence, or parental negligence, 
whenever the case arises. 

The Activity Centre can act as a temporary shelter 
for children who need short term protection, with 
the local community stepping in to help.  





Where we are
The very first SoccerExpo 
Foundation Activity Center is 
near the Railways football 
grounds in Nyalenda, Kisumu. 

Here, you will find 120 children 
under the watchful eyes of 
Team Manager Michael 
Munyendo and coaches 
Geoffrey and Minjis.  



The Coaches



Daniel Minjis
We started small, found the 
boys playing some polythene 
ball and looking back, I marvel 
at how long we have come. 
You could see that the 
children need something, they 
were hungry for something 
even in their random kick-
about of that polythene bag. 

Personally, I have grown from 
what I could offer seven 
years ago compared to what I 
can offer the kids now. This is 
a difference brought by the 
coaching courses I have 
attended. I am a world coach 
now. 



Geoffrey Omondi
I came into coaching as a 
teenager, back when I used to 
turn out for Real Kisumu FC. My 
coach at the time was not always 
available and as the team 
captain, so I took it upon myself 
to lead from the front. Young as 
I was, many people encouraged 
me to attend coaching classes, 
because in their eyes I would 
make a good coach. 

At the moment, I have done the 
Dutch KNVB courses, a few 
Football Kenya Federation 
courses, attended Premier Skills 
coaching courses and also got 
invited for the Soccer Africa 
football symposium. 



The Children



Barrack Obama
I am nine years old.  Yes, I know 
I have a really fantastic name :-) 

I am a striker and one day I 
would like to get as many goals 
as Manchester City’s Sergio 
Aguero.  

Here in Kenya I support Gor 
Mahia FC and my favorite 
football player is Francis Kahata.  

SoccerExpo Foundation helps 
me improve my skills as a young 
footballer. The coaches are 
great. My passing and shooting 
of the ball have really improved. 



Mike Okoth
I am nine years old too.  One of 
the biggest lessons I have learnt 
under the coaches at SoccerExpo 
Foundation is how to be 
unselfish with the ball when 
playing.  

I come from Nyamasaria and 
back there we used to squander 
many chances when playing in 
school. Now I know that 
sometimes it’s better to give the 
ball to someone who is in a 
better position to score so that 
we win as a team. 

I love how Barcelona plays, their 
passing of the ball is 
unbelievable. One day I hope to 
play at the top level like them. 



Jerry Otieno
I am twelve.  One day the 
famous Kenyan champion team 
Gor Mahia came to play in 
Kisumu. We were doing our 
ballboy duties for the match. 
Giving him the ball, I told Gor 
Mahia’s star player Nicholas 
Kipkurui that he would score. 
When he did, he came straight to 
me and greeted me - it was the 
best moment of my life!  

One day I want to be like him 
and I believe that here at 
SoccerExpo Foundation, I stand 
a huge chance of becoming a 
good player. 





How to help
It is our dream that everybody can contribute 
something to these children.   

As a guide, we calculate it costs us about 
US$200 per child per year to provide facilities, 
materials, educational support and our program.  
That works out at less than US$20 per child per 
month. 

If you would like to sponsor a child and 
contribute through us, please e-mail us at 
foundation@soccerexpoagency.com and we will 
tell you how you can send your contribution. 

mailto:foundation@soccerexpoagency.com



